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Emily Johnson: “Open Your Heart” (2018) CD
Review

Emily
Johnson is
a singer
and
songwriter
with a
strong
voice full of
passion.
On her
debut EP,
Open Your

EMILY JOHNSON Heart, she
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about the healing and rejuvenating power of music and love, and these
songs — particularly the first two tracks — are especially effective in
these days of division and strife and troubles. On this EP she gives us
positive, uplifting, empowering, and encouraging music, all tracks
written by Emily Johnson and Narada Michael Walden. Narada
Michael Walden, who has produced music for Aretha Franklin, Ray
Charles, George Michael and Stevie Wonder (among others), produced
and arranged these tracks, and playved most of the instruments.

The EP opens with “The Light,” a pop love song with some gorgeous
gospel sounds, especially in the backing vocals. They have that kind of
passion, you know? Cornell “CC” Carter and DeeDee Simon provide the
backing vocals on this track. There 1s joy and love in Emily Johnson's
delivery. “The light shines above me when I'm with you/The light in
you gives me everything I need/When you hold me close and tell me
that you love me/The light in you gives me everything I need.” I hope
everyone can experience that kind of feeling, because it's the very thing
that keeps me going in these dark days of the Trump regime.

That's followed by the EP’s title track, “Open Your Heart,” which has a
steady beat, marching us toward a positive future. At least, that’s how it
feels, and we all nead this now. “Please stop denying yourself/Please
stop blaming everybody else/You know we can make if better/We all
can get it together.” The song acknowledges that hatred abounds these
days, but offers hope and a reminder that there is a way out, a way
above, that it’s all about heart. “Open your heart/Let it go, let it
go/Open your mind/And change the world, change the world/Start to
believe and you will see/As long as you love, you will be free.” Her
delivery is heartfelt, and so her words carry weight, and we believe her.
There is an optimism here that I want to latch onto. Chris Heist
Walden plavs keys on this track, and Jim Reitzel is on guitar. The
backing vocals are again done by Cornell “CC” Carter and DeeDee
Simon.

“T'm Blessed” is more of a danee song, with an electronic beat. I'm not
as into it as I am the first two tracks, but it still has a positive vibe. This
one was written by Narada Michael Walden, Gary Williams and Emily
Johnson. G Dub provides some vocals. The EP then concludes with
“Baby Forever” an innocent pop love song, with a happy sound. “Be my
baby/Come on, hold me tight/Be my baby/Love me tonight, love me
tonight.”

CD Track List

1. The Light

2, Open Your Heart
3. I'm Blessed

4. Baby Forever

Open Your Heart is scheduled to be released on May 11, 2018 on
Tarpan Records.

POSTED BY MICHAEL DOHERTY AT 11:30 PM

NO COMMENTS:

POST A COMMENT

|
‘ Comment as: | gelect profile... E|
N :

Home Older Post

Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom)

SHARIHNG MY LOVE OF MUSIC.

MUSTC LOG

Abonnés (TT) Suiv.

M-13]-Fe.
L Bl <=k
=0 HEEE

BLOG ARCHIVE
¥ 2018 (77)
¥ April (21)
Emily Johnson: “Open Your
Heart” (2018) CD Review
Leonard Cohen: Live In San
Sebastian 1988

Gene Turonis: “All The Pretty
Girls” (2018) CD Rev...

Shawn Phillips: “Continuance”
(2018) CD Review

Grateful Dead: “Fillmore West,
February 27, 1969” ...

Tom Rush: “Voices™ (2018) CD
Review

Gerry Spehar: “Anger
Management” (2018) CD
Review

Odin at Whisky A Go Go,
4-21-18 Concert Review

Record Store Day: April 21,
2018

Llovd Green And Jay Dee
Maness: “Journey To The

Holly Golightly And The
Brokeoffs: “Clippety Clop™...

Lunden Reign: “Confessions”
(2018) Record Review

Kelly Z: “Rescue” (2017/2018)
Record Review

Joyann Parker: “Hard To Love”
(2018) CD Review

Dave Tull: “Texting And
Driving” (2018) CD Review

The Gladiators: “Serious Thing”
(1984/2018) CD Rev...

The Gladiators: “Symbol Of
Reality” (1982/2018) CD...

Late Blossom Blues: The
Journey Of Leo “Bud”
Welch...

Reverend Frealkchild: “Dial It
In” (2018) CD Review...

Salvo Losappio: “Long Story
Short™ (2018) CD Revie...

Tennessee Jed: “Pimpgrass”
(2018) CD Review
» March (1g)
» February (21)
» January (16)

» 2017 (235)
+ 2016 (244)
> 2015 (245)
» 2014 (197)
> 2013 (167)
» 2012 (153)
» 2011 (315)
» 2010 (54)

[E) micHAEL DOHERTY

I started the musie blog to let people
know about all the good music that is
out there. I only review CDs that I
like. (This is partly selfish, as I don't
want to listen to musie I dislike.)
Good Things About Bad Movies is
about finding something good even in
the worst films. I created an index,
with a list of all of my blog entries,
including Shakespeare entries and
music reviews, arranged
alphabetically by subject. Here is the
link:
http://michaeldohertyindex.blogspot.
com, My friend Jason and I have a
web series, "Grandmother Winsome's
Variety Minute,” and several episodes
are up on You Tube, and also on the
Grandmother's Fanny Game blog.
What else? I am fascinated by the
Marquis De Sade and Elizabeth
Bathory. I often make decisions based
on the humor factor.
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